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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) socio-economic condition (2) para rubber
production circumstance (3) agricultural extension needs for para rubber production (4) problems and
suggestions regarding para rubber production and extension needs of farmers. Population in this study
included a number of 8,655 para rubber farmers in Chawang District of Nakhon Si Thammarat Province.
Identification of sample size, 153 farmers were selected by simple random collecting data vir interview
schedule. Computer program was employed for data analysis. Statistics used included frequency,
percentage, minimum value, maximum value mean, standard deviation and ranking. Findings. (1) Over half
of the farmers were female, Buddhists and completed higher secondary school or its equivalent. Their
average age was 48.48 years. The average number of family member was 4.10. They were clients of the
Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. Their average experience in rubber plantation were
21.92 years. The average of total household income and expense were 204,241.08 baht and 108,673.06
baht/year respectively. Almost half of them spent out of their personal fund and more than half were in
debts. The average agricultural area was 13.84 rai (1rai =1,600 m?) (2) The average rubber plantation area
and area for tapping were 11.70 rai and 9.11 rai respectively. The average age of rubber tree was 16.22
years. Planting area was on plain. The clonal rootstock of RRIM 600 was planted by 3x7 m. in distance.
Yearly eradication of weed was done by manpower. The average of chemical fertilizer formula 15-7-18
was applied to each tree once every year. Between April-May, over half of farmers scattered organic
fertilizer; bio-fertilizer 1.37 kg/tree/year and in the same months the applied chemical fertilizer. Almost all
of farmers found pests and diseases outbreaks but they did not prevent or eradicate. Tapping 1/3 of
rubber tree took place during 02.00-04.00 am.for every 2 consecutive days and 1 day break after that. The
average number of household tapping labor and hired local labor were 1.29 and 1.62 persons
respectively. The average price of fresh latex sold to local traders was 52.58 baht/kg. The average tapping
day was 117.48 days/year. The average yield was 232.59 kg/rai/year. (3) In terms of agricultural extension
needs, the farmers rated the marketing knowledge aspect at the highest level while knowledge about
plantation building, plantation care, tapping, products processing and improvement of rubber quality
were rated at high level. Moreover, they needed agricultural extension method by individual, group and
mass respectively. (4) Farmers’ problems at middle level comprised marketing, agricultural extension,
material and production factors, natural disaster and insect diseases or rubber enemies respectively. They

agreed with all aspects of suggestion at high level.

Keywords: Para rubber production, Extension needs, Nakhon Si Thammarat
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